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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 2301 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, ZA 

SUB J : HOME MINISTER MILNER'S DISMISSAL: FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: LUSAKA 2256 AND 2279 

SUMMARY: GOVERNMENT-OWNED DAILY MAIL DEVOTES ITS AUGUST 5 
EDITORIAL TO JUSTIFIYING MILNER'S DISMISSAL AND HINTS AT THE 
STRONG POSSIBILITY OF HIS REHABILITATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . KAUNDA IS PRAISED IN THE EDITORIAL FOR HIS CONSTANT CON- 
CERN TO KEEP STANDARDS HIGH IN HIS ADMINISTRATION, WHICH HAS 
LED HIM TO MAKE PAINFUL DECISIONS. THIS WEEK HE "DECIDED TO 
MAKE PUBLIC HIS SPIRITUAL AGONY IN THE HOPE THE NATION WOULD 
SHARE WITH HIM HIS IMMENSE PROBLEM THAT HAD BEEN CONSUMING 
HIM INSIDE." REASONABLY SATISFIED THAT HIS EFFORTS TO RID 
ZAMBIA OF THE EVILS OF CORRUPTION, HIS MIND WAS NOT QUITE AT 
PEACE, FOR THERE WERE REPORTS CIRCULATING ABOUT HIS PERSONAL 
FRIEND WHO WAS LEADING THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION. MILNER'S 
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DISMISSAL HAS GIVEN RISE TO "BIZARRE" SPECULATION-HIS FIRING 
AND THOSE OF OTHERS IN THE PAST HAVE CREATED ENOUGH ENEMIES 
FOR THE PARTY TO CREATE A FAVORABLE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE 
OPPOSITION; AND HAS LED TO DIVISIONS IN THE NATION AND 
IMPLANTED FEAR IN ALL THOSE WHO SERVE THE NATION. 

2. PRESIDENT KAUNDA HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO ACT. AS A FRIEND 
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OF THE PRESIDENT ANY ADVERSE REPORTS ABOUT MILNER, IF LCT 

ALONG, "WOULD DO MORE HARM TO THE PARTY AND GOVERNMENT AND 

TO THE CAUSE OF THE NATION." IT IS IN MILNER'S INTEREST 

THAT ALL THE "FILTH WHICH HAS BEEN FLOATED BY HIS ENEMIES 

IS BROUGHT TO THE SURFACES SO THAT IT CAN BE GLEANED TO KNOW 

IF IT IS INDEED SOCIAL FILTH." IF HE IS CLEARED, "AS INDEED 

ALL FRIENDS EXPECT HIM TO BE, HE WILL EMERGE STRONG, CLEAN, 

PURE AND MORE POWERFUL THAN HIS ENEMIES WHO PLOTTED HIS FALL." 
MILNER IS ASKED TO KEEP AWAY FROM "THAT LEGION OF ENEMIES OF 
THE PARTY DURING HIS PERIOD OF MEDITATION AND REBIRTH. 

COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THE EDITORIAL WAS EITHER INSPIRED BY 
OR WRITTEN BY SOMEONE IN STATE HOUSE. THE "WHAT HAVE WE 
WROUGHT" TONE OF THE EDITORIAL IS PROBABLY A GENUINE RE- 
FLECTION OF KAUNDA'S FEELING THAT HE MAY HAVE ACTED WITHOUT 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE FULL CONSEQUENCES OF FIRING MILNER. 
THESE CONSEQUENCES, AS CORRECTLY CITED IN THE EDITORIAL, 

ARE SPECULATION THAT NEW ENEMIES HAVE BEEN CREATED FOR THE 
PARTY, AND FEAR AMONG HIGH OFFICIALS THAT THEY MAY BE NEXT 
ON THE LIST. ANOTHER CONSEQUENCE HAS BEEN THE IMPLANTING 
OF THE IDEA THAT THE PRESIDENT IS SURROUNDED BY MEN WHOM 
HE CANNOT TRUST. THE EDITORIAL COMES CLOSE TO SAYING THE 
FIRING MAY HAVE BEEN A MISTAKE AND THAT MILNER WILL IN THE 
END BE REHABILITATED. IN SO DOING, THERE IS AN OBVIOUS 
ATTEMPT TO LESSEN THE POLITICAL DAMAGE ALREADY ONE BY THE 
FIRING. 
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